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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

Why ask Why?

I am quite excited to be
your new president. Why? 'l
tell you after [ thank all of our
members who support this
organization and make it what
it is - your voice. A special
thanks to Ken Krebs for all he
does all the time, for MSP and
the AAP. Also thanks to Tim
Walsh and Peter Cabrera for
producing an excellent
meeting. Attendance was high

and over 90 graduate students attended. It is great to see
our future right before our eyes.

This year's forum was a lively one. Thanks to all of
you who participated. Many are concerned about
education. In having a conversation with a dental student
[ was told "when we get periodontal cases in the clinie we
send them to the hygiene department”. [ was taken aback.
So I asked "why?" "So we can get on with other clinical
work and get it (perio) out of our way." I was told this was
fairly standard protocol. We are all aware that three
month maintenance and/or scaling and reot planing
(SRP} are not complete treatment of periodontal patients
but if this is what our "referring docs" arc fecling and
doing hence lies our battles, present and future!

Our message we need to get out is: There is more to
case management than the hygiene department and why.
Consultants refer to hygiene as the "hidden productivity"
or "bread and butter” of a dental practice. Is this the best
for the patient? The solution starts in dental education.
Why? Because the principles and comprehensiveness of
periodontics is falling short. Why? Because there is a
shortage of periodontal instructors. Why? Good
question. Probably because we all feel we're too busy to
teach. The AAP will hold a Pre-Doctoral Educators
Summit. A workshop where the educators can discuss the

problems they face and hopefully how to solve them.
Thisis a big step!

In a different conversation with a general dentist
(who believes in periodontics) he asked me, "Do you

remember when CDS midwinter used to be about what's

new and how to be a better practitioner and provide
better care? Did I notice that every booth and many
lectures are all about productivity? Especially how to
increase your hygienists productivity and see more
patients, etc..." Yes, [ noticed that quite a few years ago
when consultants dreamed up "STMP"programs. Some
of the next concerns are lasers. Again the message needs
to get out, there's more to periodontal case management
than "soft tissue management" and/or lasers, But how?
The answer is you. The periodontist.

We need to be a voice.

Why? Because grass roots doesn't work unless an
urgent problem is perceived. There are all sorts of
concerns now. Why wait?

Why is periodontics having to define its scope of
practice? Becausc other specialities are struggling to
stay busy and want us to be more limited.

Why is education changing? Because there is a
shortage of instructors and the system is struggling to
keep up with the technology, costs of education and
faculty.

Why are consultants telling general dentists they
can do itall? Productivity.

Why be involved? Because we need you to protect
and care about the future of your profession.

Why be a member? Because there is power in
numbers. Don't be a member, be a voice!

Why did I want to do this? Because [ have a passion
for what [ do, as do most periodontists [ know. Because |
want to help my profession anyway | can, just as all of
you can too. Because periodontics is a great profession,
service and benefit to our patients and the dental
community. [ feel that every voice counts and the more
we hear from you the more we know. [ feel thateveryday
individuals like me, and that means you too, can make a
difference. Together we can progress. See you in
Denver!

Catherine Bishop

L
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AAP
ELECTIONS

Don't forget to vote in the upcoming AAP election. You
should receive your ballot on or around June 1 and have
until July I to vote.

Nancy Newhouse has completed her first term on the
Board of Trustees and is up for reclection. Nancy is
running against Greg Fauth.

Jim Hinrichs is running for Director of the American
Board of Periodontology.

Your vote is extremely important so please support the
candidates of your choice from District 4. Vote on line or
send your ballot in early so it doesn't get buried on your
desk!!

AWARD TO PAST PRESIDENT

At the February meeting of the Midwest Society of Peniodontology
Dr. Catherine Bishop, Moline, IL presents Dr. Timothy Walsh,
Berwyn, 1L with a plaque of appreciation for his successful year as
president of the organization. Dr. Bishop will assume the Presidency
for 2005-2006.

GENERAL MEETING
SUPPORT

We want to express our thanks to the exhibitors who
support the Midwest Society of Peri odontology by
participating at our annual meeting. We appreciate their
support of our organization.
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